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THE COMIC YOU HOLD IN YOUR HANDS IS PART OF THE CHRONOLOGICAL, FACSIMILE 
REPRINTING OF THE FAMOUS (AND INFAMOUS!) EC COMICS LINE OF THE EARLY 1950s! WE 
STARTED WITH THE FIRST ISSUE OF EACH TITLE AND ARE ON OUR WAY TO THE BITTER 
END! GET ON THE BANDWAGON, AND FILL IN THE GAPS IN YOUR COLLECTION FROM THIS 
BACKLIST!! 
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THIS STORY IS TRUE...AS TRUE AS WE COULD MAKE IT/ IT WAS TOLD TOUS BY THE SERGEANT IN THE 
STORY WHO LATER RECEIVED A BATTLEFIELD COMMISSION AND A SILVER STAR! IT TOOK PLACE BACK IN 1950)... 
DEEP INSIDE NORTH KOREA, COMMUNICATIONS WERE BEING STRUNG BEHIND THE LINES BY THE... 


SOMETHING 


YEAH...THEM 
FUNNY GOING CIVILIANS | 
ON НЕКЕ, 


PULLING 
SERGEANT! J 1 


WHY SHOULD 
THEY PULL OUT 
JUST LIKE THAT 
FOR NO REASONZ 


HMMM... Y ... OKAYS LET'S š SOLDIER! ТМ GONNA AWW SARGE'! DON'T 
ТУЕ СОТ KWOCK OFF AND BOUNCE A LAG-WRENCH | NEED A RIFLE IN THE 
A GET BACK TO THE OFF YOUR HEAD IF  / SIGNAL CORPS /... ONLY 
HUNCH! „ BIVOUAC AREA / YOU DON'T TAKE < ACTION YOU SEE IN THE 
BETTER CAKE OF | S/GNAL CORPS 15 CLIMBING 
YOUR. RIFLE / 4 TELEPHONE POLES! 





ТНЕКЕ 5 
THE LIEU- 


THE RICE 
PADDIES OUT 
ТНЕКЕ... 


7 HALF THE PLATOON... 
ON THIS SIDE! THE 
OTHER HALF WITH 

THE SERGEAN... 


... THEY'RE 
SWARMING WITH 
GUERRILLAS / 


LET'S GET 
OUTTA 
HERE / 


SOMEONE'S 
SHOOTING, 
ALL RIGHT! 


THEY'RE COMING 
ROUND THE SIDES OF 
THE SCHOOLHOUSE / 


WHAT'LL 
WE ВОТ 





THEY 
GOT THE 
LIEUTENANT! j — ` 


IF THINGS GET 
ROUGH... WE CAN 
ALWAYS FALL 
BACK TOWARDS. 


IF THE GRENADE DIDN'T 
KILL THE LIEUTENANT... THEM 
( MACHINE-GUNS SURE WILL / 


THEY'VE SNUCK 
MACHINE-GUNS UP 
ON THE BLUFF IN 
OUR REAR / WHERE 
DO WE GO NOW? 


HELP IT / 





MOST OF THE THIS ONE I CAN SHIELD THE 
VEHICLES IN THE LOOKS LIKE LIEUTENANT FROM THAT 
MOTOR POOL ARE IT'S STILL MACHINE GUN, WITH 

RIDDLED! BREATHING! THE TRUCK! 





ARE YOU SURE 
YOU'RE ALL RIGHT, 
SERGEANT? THAT 
MACHINE-GUN 


BRACKETED YOu! Д 


@ 

€ (Ww 

\ же 
е 


af 


+ FEEL ? NEXT STEP IS ТО 


ALL LET HEADQUARTERS 
KNOW WE'RE CUT 
OFF HERE / OUR ONLY 
LINE TO THE OUTSIDE 


-.. WHAT'S LEFT OF ІТ... 


IS UP ОМ THAT 
TELEPHONE POLE! 


I'M GOING TO CUT Y YOU GUYS GET 
THAT LINE DOWN KEADY TO DRAG 
SO WE САМ TIE A THAT LIVE WIRE 
PHONE ONTO IT! IN HERE... 





SERGEANT! V YOU GET 


...HULLO... SIGNAL 


HOW'D YOU USED TO IT OFFICER... YEP... WE'RE 
MAKE THAT / AFTERCLIMB- CUT OFF AT YONG- 


3O FOOT ING POLES 


HUNG... WE SURE CAN 


DROP! AWHILE / Д USE AIR SUPPORT... 


HOT DOG! THEY'RE 
REALLY CLOBBERING 


THAT BLUFF! 


IF THEM MACHINE - 
GUNS HAVEN'T BEEN 
KNOCKED OUT BY 
NOW, THEY NEV... 


WITH THE TRUCK, 
GET ЕМ ON 


HERE COME " THEY'LL THEY'D 
THE PLANES! KNOCK BETTER! 
OUT THOSE J WE'VE GOT 
MACHINE- ў TO GET 
GUNS! THESE MEN 
TOA 
HOSPITAL / 


GET THOSE 
WOUNDED 


ІМ TAKING 
THEM OUT 
OF HERE! 





READY Now! JUST 
HERE HE THROW ЕМ 
COMES / 


ON! quick! 


..ENEMY SOLDIERS 
ALL OVER THE 


YOU'VE 
DONE A 
GOOD NIGHTS 
WORK, SER- 
GEANT! THE 
HELICOPTER'LL 
GET YOUR 
MEN TO THE 
HOSPITAL! 





SOME OTHER THEY'RE OFF TO OUR 
OUTFIT 15 FIRING RIGHT/ THAT MACHINE- 
ON THAT MACHINE- / GUN'LL CATCH IT NOW.” 

сим! 


^ HEY LOOK! W THE THE SERGEANT! На Р OKAY, BOYS! THE MARINES'LL Ü 
MARINES! | MARINES Д НЕ CAME BACK À ; TAKE OVER THE SHOOTING 
Ж WITH THE “Ж WAR! LET'S GET BACK 
МЕ LANDED! MARINES! Ч 


O.K., SERGEANT! BUT FIRST І WANT 


WE'VE GOT TO SET UP A 

TO WRAP MY М-І IN AN OIL RAG AND 
PUT Т WHERE DUST WON'T GET INTO 
THE BREECH! US SIGNAL CORPS GUYS, 


COUPLE OF 'BuGS'/ | 
THAT MEANS YOU TOO, 
SOLDIER! YOU KNOW, ARE SOLDIERS, TOO ^ 


LET'S TAP A SPIRAL-4 
ON THAT O.W. WITH А SWITCHBOARD HERE / 
LET'S GET ТО WORK! 





Sis АААХ, 
SOME TALK OF ALEXAMPER .. АМР SOME —— — — 
F HECTOR AND LYSANDER... A GREAT NAMEs А5 THESE: 
вит OF THE WORLD'S GREAT HEROES... THERE'S NONE Ar CAN COMPARE... 
WITH A TOW, ROW, ROW, ROW, ROW, ROW...TO THE BRITISH GRENADIER! 


ON THE PARADE-GROUNDS OF A BRITISH FORT IN THE HURRUM HILLS, SGT. PATRICK TUBRIDY AND CAPT. FARRAR 
WATCH BATTLE- SEASONED SOLDIERS MARCH BY! THEY ALSO WATCH THOSE THAT SWEAT ON THE BAYONET 
RANGES...THE ‘RAW ONES; THE IMPERFECT ONES'/ WHICH OF US 15 PERFECT? EVEN THE SUN HAS SPOTS / 


fi 
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Ан, WE'VE А Y ...A CREDIT AND WE'VE 
FINE GROUP ТО THE А FINE GROUP 
OF REGULARS, ) QUANE, OF RECRUITIES, 
SERGEANT CAPTAIN FARRAR' | SERGEANT 
TUBRIDY / TUBKIDY./ 


SIR RICHARD WAS MY BEST FRIEND! L WAS WITH 
НІМ WHEN HE DIED AT KABUL / I PROMISED HIM 
THAT YOUNG RICHARD WOULD JOIN THE REGIMENT... 
AS A PLAIN PRIVATE... WHEN HE CAME 


..FELL TO THE REAR НЕ DID! 
-.NOT REALLY HIS FAULT. HE 
WAS RAISED By HIS MOTHER... 
EDUCATED AT ОХЕОКР./ PERHAPS 
Г.Е HIS BARRACKS-MATES 
WOULDN'T RIDICULE 
HIM 50... 


> ~. A CREDIT 


OH! SIR 
ЕІСНАЕР 5 
SON! А 
FOINE 
BHOY/ 


PATRICK... I'D 
LIKE TO TALK 

TO YOU ABOUT 
PRIVATE THORNE! 


TO THE 
KIG'MINT, 
CAFTAIN 

FARRAR / 


THE BOY IS TRYING TO STICK IT OUT IN THE 

MEMORY ОБ HIS GALLANT FATHER BUT HE'LL 

NEVER МАКЕ A SOLDIER! WHEN HE RAN INTO 

A BAND OF PATHANS ON HIS FIRST PATROL, 
HE DIDN'T HOLD HIS GROUND! 


P'HAPS IF I 
TELL THORNE'S 
BARKICKS- MATES 
TO EASE UP 
ON THE BHOY... 


SUUN 





Tsk! Tek! WHAT A 5 ро YOU SEE PRIVATE THORNE ) DO YOU SEE HOW НЕ 


NOW HOW DID SHAME.’ NOW 


PRIVATE THORNE'S HE CAN'T HIDE ggg] | WITH HIS GLOVES AND CANE WALKS LIKE А GRAND 


COT GET BENEATH IT! %% 
OVERTURNED Z 


T'S А PITY YOU LEFT YOUR — „вит DON'T WORRY / 
VALET BACK IN ENGLAND, BABE! WELL PROTECT YOU 
HE'D MAKE A BETTER FROM THE BLOODY... 
SOLPIER THAN уби! 5 А. 

5 


TAKE THE WUKKI7 FROM ME NOW, YE scuTT/ 
KAPE OUT AV THIS LAD'S way... ОК. 
GIT ME FIST БЕТИМЕ THE EYES! 


ME, PRIVIT 
THORNE / 


„J ARISTOCRAT Z - 


КАРЕ А CIVIL TONGUE IN 
YOUR RAG-BOX, YE BLOOD- 
DHRAWN CALF! I'VE А MIND 
ТО SHTUFF УОИ INTO YOUR 
OWN BREECH-BLOCK АМ” 
> FIRE YOU OFF! 





LAD, DID I МЕК TELL YOU WHAT A QUIET, SWATE- 
TIMPERED RECRUITY L WAS WANSTZ THEN SOME 
SKULKIN’ DITCH-LURKIN' BARRICKS-MATES STOLE 
ME OIKISH SHAMROCK 
TA'BACCO/' 


THEN THIM BRAZEN, SNEAKIN’ HOUNDS, WHAT PASS 
FOR HONUST SODJER- BHOYS, OVERSHTEP ME 
CHALK LINE! I SEZ WID RAGE, ‘COME AT ME, 
LADS! I'LL CHUCK YE ALL 
ACROST THE NULLAH!’ 


THE SARJINT SEZ І WAS A RAVIN’ 
LEWNATIC... BUT НЕ DIDN'T PUT ME 
TA THE GYARD- HOUSE! ME 
BAKKICKS- MATES WAS BLOOMIN’ 
HARKANGELS AFTER THAT/ É 


зо YOU'LL 

КЕММВЕС. 

51 WHAT I TOLD 
УЕ... 


+ YE GOT TA TAKE A FIRM STAND, LAD, БЕ ІТ 
AGAINST YOUR. ENEMY... ОК AMONG YOUR 
FELLOWS / L TOLD ЕМ, ‘I'LL MURDHER THE 
FIRST MAN TO OVERSHTEP THIS 

CHALK CIRCLE ROUN' МЕ СОТ!” 


“TWAS ALL АУ THIM AGAINST ME FISTS! [I SMASHED 
THROUGH THEIR GYARDS, SHUT DOWN THEIR EYE- 
LIDS, AN’ WAS STAGGEKIN' THE CURS WHIN THE 
SARGINT COMES АМ! STOPS 

THE DONNYBROOK/ eae 


s+. THERE'S 
А РЕСЕ O" 
CHALK! 





... PRIVATE THORNE WILL TABLE КОСК.., QUARTER OF A MILE NORTH OF 
ASSUME LOOKOUT DUTY FOKT/ THERE HE WILL WATCH FOR ANY SIGNS 
ON POST Z6! TABLE ROCK! OF ROAMING РАТНАМФ AND MAINTAIN CONTACT 
WITH THE FORT BY MEANS OF HELIOGRAPH 


SIGNALS / 


AH! HERE'S A VIEW WORTH 


BY HARRY THERE'D BE цен! THIS SUN 15 MERCILESS/ $ 
SNOW UP THERE ON TABLE IT'S NO WONDER SERGEANT THE CLIMB/ ILL BET YOU CAN 

TUBRIDY TOLD ME TO TAKE SPOT А RUNNING JACKAL A 

WEEK AWAY FROM HERE / 


ROCK IF IT DIDN'T SIT SO 


CLOSE TO THE BLOOMING SUN / TWO CANTEENS / 


NOW TO FLASH THE 
ROUTINE MESSAGE 
TO THE PORT! 


г 
Е 





GURKHAS! 
DEFEND THE 
SOUTH WALLI 


FIRST ROW! 

PRESENT! LOAD! 
FIRE/... SECOND 
ROW! PRESENT,’ 
LOAD! FIRE! , 


SHOTS FROM. X BUGLER! 
THE LOOKOUT! ) SOUND `“ / 
ASSEMBLY; 


"Е" COMPANY 
FOLLOW ME TO 
TABLE ROCK: 


/ patrick! <--( I DON'T KNOW, 


с A 
YOUNG THORNE SORR! THERE'S DEATH / 
UP THERE... ON THE TOP OF THAT 


DO YOU THINK...) ROCK ТА BE SHURE! 





SEE... Е ЕМ NOW THE BURDS OF | | AND SEE THE BODIES. ААН, AAAAH, AND THERE НЕ LIES, 
DEATH... THE VUL'CHURES... THIM BLAYGUARDS! WHIN THE 2. UNBOWED Е ЕМ THOUGH 
ARE GATHERIN' FOR А BURDS OF DEATH ALIGHT, LIFE HAS DEPARTED! POOR , 
BLOODY REPAST/ THEN THE SOUL GOES BHOY! POOR BLOODY BHOY. 
J BACK TO OUR MAKER! 


SAINTS 
PAR'SERVE 


PATRICK / AYE! ALIVE AND КСК! ... ALIVE WID THE PAYTHANS PILED LIKE 

YOUNG THORNE. ) AND WID'OUT A BULLET CORPWOOD ABOUT НІМ! A CREDIT TO HIS 

HE 15 ALIVE? LEFT IN HIS MARTINI / FATHER! A CREDIT TO THE QUANE! FOR 
PRIVATE THORNE DID SLIT THE BLOODY 
PAYTHANS FROM TURBAN TO BELLY-BUTTON 
WHEN THEY CROSSED HIS CIRCLE 


PRIVATE THORNE HAS MADE HIS STAND/ LOOK AT HIS DISCARDED RIFLE! SEE THE BAYONET... SNAPPED 
OFF THE LOCKING RING! SEE THE SPLINTERED RIFLE-BUTT/ НЕ MAY NOT БЕ A PERFECT SOLDIER, YET...BUT 
WHICH OF US 15 PERFECTE EVEN THE SUN HAS SPOTS! A DEAD PATHAN LIES ACROSS А CHALKEO CIRCLE! 





СОМВАТ 


ORRESPONDENCE 





President and CEO—Stephen A. Geppi 


Dear TWO-FISTED, 


Happy Leap Day! | just received TWO-FISTED TALES #15. 
TWO-FISTED could be abbreviated as “Twisted.” Two- 
Fisted, Gemstone ‘could be abbreviated as "T'o'mstone" 
West Plains, MO could be abbreviated as “W'a'n'O” Think 
about it! 


| recommend to your highly articulate readership “The 
Encyclopedia of Military History (from 3500 B.C. to the 
Present [1984])" by R. Ernest DePuy and Trevor N. DePuy, 
1524 pages. This book summarizes wars, battles, 
skirmishes throughout recorded history (at least, through 
its latest revision date). This can help any scholar (or 
dabbler) in history understand how old rivalries may lie 
dormant for centuries, simmering deep within the psyche 
of a nation, people, or culture until new passions rekindle 
old hatreds (or new hatreds). 


One also gains an appreciation of the role of Fate in the 
evolution of mankind, in that the outcome of the battle of 
@ moment can influence the course of history from then 
onward. Their list of the Decisive Battles of History 
includes many written up in your war comics. 


He also lists outstanding military leaders of all time. He 
places only a few in the first rank: Alexander the Great, 
Hannibal (covered in your issue #15), Ghengis Khan, 
Napoleon. And his list of naval commanders of the first 
rank includes only 1: Horatio Nelson. All these leaders of 


legend owed their unmatched success to meticulous 
planning and preparation, and to hard work and 
determination. Alexander was quite capable - but then, he 
had an excellent tutor: Aristotle. Hannibal is credited with 
the first conscious turning movement of history. 


Bob Gorby Camarillo, CA 


NEXT ISSUE 


We welcome letters of comment. We cannot promise to acknowledge, publish or answer letters. 
We edit for clarity, accuracy and length. We automatically withhold street address and zip code 
unless you clearly state you wish them published. We attempt to acknowledge publication of 
letters; to do so we need your address on the individual letter. 


Publisher—Russ Cochran 


Once again we interrupt our regular (illo-less) letter 
column to share a TWO-FISTED style piece of art from 
one of our readers (one Mark W. Counts, Rainer, OR). 


Also available this month are VAULT and WEIRD FANTASY. Watch for 
HAUNT, CRIME and FRONTLINE COMBAT next month. Don't forget 
CRYPT, WEIRD SCIENCE AND SHOCK. Get them at your local comic 
book shop or SUBSCRIBE (see our ad in this comic)! 


BACK ISSUES: CRYPT #1, $3 each; FRONT #1, 42 and #3, $2 each; ай 
others up thru issue #3, $1.50 each. Issues #4 and up, $2 each. Don't 
forget the entire 1i-issue гип of WEIRD SCIENCE-FANTASY/ 
INCREDIBLE SCIENCE FICTION! Add $5 per order ($10 outside US) for 
S&H. 


We want more letters! Write to: 
TWO-FISTED 
GEMSTONE 

POB 469 
WEST PLAINS MO 65775 


THIS COMIC REPRINTS 
TWO-FISTED TALES “#33” (#16, MAY/JUN 1953) 
COVER by Wally Wood 
“Signal Corps!” 
“Outpost!” 
“Pearl Divers!” 
“Atom Bomb!" 


Jack Davis 
John Severin 
Joe Kubert 
Wally Wood 





| It was Autumn .. , 1789! Three Leni-Lenape 
| Indians stood on a hill and watched smoke 
rising from a cabin below which was ob- 
scured by trees. In the cabin was the Avenger 
of the Delaware . . . the most ferocious fron- 
.. Tom Quick! 


liersman and Injun-slayer . 


They had been watching this dark-bearded 
myth in deerskin, this gaunt legend whose 
high cheekbones resembled an Indian's, this 
tall fable whose gray piercing eyes made 
their scalplocks crawl! 


The Leni-Lenapes . . . Indians of the same 
Delaware tribe that had poured a volley from 
ambush, kiling the elder Quick who had 
crossed the frozen river with his son to cut 
birch poles for their farm. Young Tom swore 
eternal vengeance upon his father’s mur- 

| derers even as he skidded and ran across the 

| ice to safety that winter of 1756! Soon after, 

| the Delawares felt the terrible fury of the 
Avenger's rille as he hunted them from be- 
hind trees and waited in the reeds for their 
canoes to pass the banks. 


And now, thirty-odd years later, Tom Quick 
was the quarry! These three Indians had 
studied his domestic habits and were conti- 
dent of finally capturing him by a carefully 
arranged ruse! Perhaps, as they planned pa- 
liently, they recalled how Tom had been 

| caught off guard one spring . .. long ago! Не 
| was splitting rails at the time and had left 
his rifle standing against а tree while he 
drove a wedge into an unusually stubborn 
log. Seven armed redmen surrounded him. 
They intended to take him back to their vil- 
lage alive! Being quite civic-minded, they 
felt that their whole community should share 
inthe joys of torturing their worst enemy. Tom 
spoke to them in their own tongue, agreeing 


to go along with them quietly. But first, would 
they help him finish splitting his tough log? 


This strange request appealed to the In- 
dians' ironic sense of humor! Obligingly, they 
dropped their rifles and lined up along the 
log, three on one side and four on the other. 
They placed their hands in the split and, at 
Quick's signal, tugged in opposite directions. 
Instead of pounding the wedge in farther, 
Tom knocked it out! While the seven tried 
frantically to pull their hands free, Quick was 
bringing his ax around . . . without benefit of 
а few practice swings! 


But these three braves would not allow 
themselves to be tricked! They knew that Tom 
always brought home his grazing cow at eve- 
ning. The cow was wandering on the hill. 
They removed the bell that hung around the 
animal's neck and drove the cow farther to 
their rear. Soon Tom would be making his 
way through the trees that hid the cabin from 
view. One brave had placed his rifle on the 


| ground and was concentrating on ringing the 


cow-bell vigorously. The other two had their 
rifles pointed toward the direction from which 


| their anticipated victim would approach. 


Suddenly, a rifle cracked behind the am- 
bushing braves! The two who stood in the 
same line of fire were brought down with one 
shot! The musically inclined bell-belter re- 
linquished his instrument aíter one lesson 
and vanished into the forest, 


Tom Quick knew that the continuous and 
violent ringing couldn't have been caused by| 
the slow-plodding Bossy. While the brave 
with the bell had been over-acting, Tom had 
encircled their position with ease. 


The Avenger lived well into his ripe old 
eighties. Whenever he came up against the 
Indians, he had the last word . . . and the first 
bullet! He promised to plague the redmen even 
after death. Shortly after he was buried, the 
Indians dug up his body, hacked it into pieces 
and distributed these prescriptions of heap 
big medicine throughout their villages, 


And many Indians died posthaste. You вее, 
Tom Quick had passed away from smallpox! 





% CRYPT 


Winter is over, and even we GhouLunatics are 
plotting-er-planning our vacations. Maybe we'll follow in 
the footsteps of Kelly Logue, Sitka, AK (“These photos are 
drawn realistically to insure authenticity"), who sent us 
these postcard quality views of his last outing. And | do 
mean LAST! -CK 


Many have suggested fourth GhouLunatics to keep us 
three regulars company (The Slime-Keeper, The Pole 
Vault-Keeper, The Old Crone, et а!...); Mark W. Counts, 
Rainer, OR, raises the ante with a kind of amalgam of us 
ай with his The Old Crypt-Kicker, illoed here! Ог, wait, 
maybe this was the lead singer in that Bobby Pickett 
single of some years ago, “Monster Mash!" It's always а 
graveyard smash here in THE CRYPT-KEEPER'S PAGE 


^ FINE ARTS .. 


“Тоо mushy for The Crypt-Keeper?" asks Rick Olsen, 
Minneapolis, MN. Nah, I'm an old softy at heart (too much 
MSGI), and think this ought to give “Goodnight, Moon” a 
run for its money! -CK 


WHAT WOULD YOU SAY? 


What if the moon came into view 
and just for you it turned a deep 
evening shade colored blue? 
What would you say? 

Do you think we may? 

Would you come out and play? 


And if the stars spelled out your name 
Would you awake or would you sweet 
slumber dream just the same? 

What you would you say 

to stealing away? 

Would you come out and play? 


And if the sun would only rise 
upon the fields within your soft 
lovely green sleepy eyes... 
What would you say 

to making a day? 

Would you come out and play? 


Rick Olson Minneapolis, MN 


50 TOODLE-BOO FOR NOW! 


Send your contribs (Not returnable, not too long, not too 
big, legible doublespaced text &/or bold black ап. 
Warning. . .we edit!) to: 


THE CRYPT-KEEPER'S 


PAGE OF FINE ARTS 


GEMSTONE 
POB 469 
WEST PLAINS MO 65775 


We welcome contributions. We cannot promise to return, acknowledge or publish contributions. 
We edit for clarity, accuracy and size. We automatically withhold street address and zip code 
unless you clearly state you wish them published. We attempt to acknowledge publication; to do 
зо we need your address on the individual contribution. 





OYSTERS |N е; USUAL 
' Ў Жі. TIPPLE OF 
YOU BRING ‘EM UP, EP o Y MALAGA. f 
WE SERVE ‘EM UP! ANM BERE сг" 


SO YOU'RE ON 
THE BEACH, 


BAH! IM TIRED OF Сф) W ТОО MANY DIVERS 
ror WORKING ON A STINKING 4 > PICKING SHELLS LIKE 
IKE / Ж LUGGER IN A STINKING < 


7 SCHOOL-BOYS SCRAMB- DEVIL... 

FLEET/... ANYHOW... THE ^ LING FOR PENNIES... A. / | 

OLD GROUNDS ABOUT 4 i Y ч 
CLEANED OUT... 








HEH HEH/... LITTLE 
BAT- EARED SON OF 
AN OWL! ТМ GONNA 
PUSH YOUR HEAD- 
LIGHTS OUT THE 
OTHER SIDE OF... 


SORRY I HIT YOu, ТМ REX KINGDOM! BORN IN 
BUT YOU MIGHT THE STATES... LIVE ON THE 
HAVE CHOKED МУ SEAS! MY SCHOONER 15 THE 
KINGDOM COME / 


TARSIER... SHE 
HAS A WEAKNESS 
FOR WINE! 


WITH DIVING 

EQUIPMENT... 

THOUGHT I'D THERE'S A GOOD 

TRY MY HAND AT | PATCH OF SHELL 

PEARL DIVING! / OFF TORRES 
REEF... 


SCHOONER, 
HEY? ... ТМ 


J MIKE HOLFORD! 








...ALL HANDS... 
TAIL AWAY ON 
THAT LIFE -LINE / 


Me | PRETTY sooo 
\ ТНАТ GROUNDS! GOT 
УЦ FACE-GLASS/ А BAG-FULL OF 
А GOLD- LIPPED 





















































WITH THE 53 


HELMET / 
4 


C'MON Boys! THAT'S IT, BOYS! MASH "Ем GOOD, 
LET'S SEE HOW CUT ‘EM LOOSE! BOYS! WE DON'T 
FAST WE CAN TURN ‘EM INSIDE WANT TO MISS 
SPLIT THEM SHELLS! ДД BR, OUT! ANYTHING / 





THAT'S A ¥ ..WORTH A SECURE MY ...YOU'LL GET AROUND ) ... AND 
FAIR -DINKU, HUNDRED COKRSLET/ I'M FASTER IF YOU WATCH OUT 
$, POUNDS IF IT'S 7) GOING DOWN INFLATE YER DRESS | FOR SHARKS! 
А BIT AND WALK ^ 
WITH THE TIDE! 


LETS SEE NOW... 4 ...CLOSE VALVE... 
VALVE OPEN... GET NOW... DOWN THE 
RID OF AIR IN PLUMPER-LINE! AIR- 


...FISH SCOOTING % | | ON THE BOTTOM! 
AWAY AND UP! THAT - SIGNAL... PULL UP 


| | MEANS THE ВОТГОМУ di | THE PLUMPER... 
SUIT! É PRETTY CLOSE / , 4 OPEN VALVE... 


HA! GOLD-LIPPED ОУЗТЕК /... THE WAY tae: -.. THEY SHUT THEIR 
THEY SNAP SHUT WHEN L COME CLOSE/... ) MOUTHS AT THE WRONG 
THAT MOVEMENT 15 А DEAD GIVE- | i TIME! ... HEY... 
AWAY!... IT'S JUST LIKE PEOPLE... 2 


7... THAT 
SHADOW... 





HE HIT МЕ ...Т...Т'М STILL 
IN ONE PIECE! ... MAYBE 
HE DIDN'T LIKE MY TASTE! 


I'M NOT GOING % 
TO WAIT TO FIND 
OUT... 


DOWN THERE! 
... ATTACKED 


..HE... HE'S CIRCLING TO +. MAYBE 
MAKE A PASS!... МУ HE'S AFTER 
HANDS !... HIDE МУ МУ HAN... 


HANDS ! „ OOF! 


GET ME 
OUTTA HERE, 
Boys! 


..WE'VE PUT IN A GOOD 
SWEEP FOR THE DAY/ LET'S GO 
ASHORE ! I NEED A DRINK... 
BUT FIRST, I'LL PUT THIS IN 

THE SHIP'S SAFE / 





C'MON, MIKE! LET'S WET \/ LET'S GO TALK YEAH! IT SURE ) ESPECIALLY... AS YOU AND І 
THE SCUPPERS AT THE ABOUT THAT TIGER WAS FUNNY KNOW, SHARKS WILL ATTACK FOOD 
MOTHER-OF-PEARL! A HOW THAT THAT THEY SMELL ... AND ESPECIALLY... 
2 TIGER SHARK} AS YOU AND I KNOW, SHARKS 


ATTACKED / DON'T DETECT А DIVER'S SMELL! ) 


IT SURE WAS FUNNY 

WHEN Т FOUND THE 

SHARK HAD TAKEN A 
p BITE OUT OF МУ 


IT SURE WAS/... 

NEVER НЕАВР OF È 

А SHARK WANTING | 

ТО ЕАТ LEAD 
BALLAST 


I SMELT THE BALLAST YOU 
PUT ON ME... L TASTED THE 
LEAD! I KNOW WHAT 
ATTRACTED THAT SHARK... 
AND IT WASN'T SO FUNNY! 


LEAD BALLAST AND 
NOT OUT OF МЕ! 


WHY MIKE 
HOLFORD!... ОМ 
THE BEACH 
AGAIN, I SEE / 


I SHOULD TURN YOU OVER TO THE ..FOR 

QUEENSLAND POLICE... BUT I'LL | | SMEARING MY 
SETTLE THIS MY WAY/...FOR BALLAST WITH 
ATTEMPTED MURDER... FOR TRYING GROUND 
TO KEEP THE WHOLE TAKE OF SALT-BEEF./ 
SHELL AND PEARL... 





ОН AUGUST 9, 1945... A SUNNY DAY... CITIZENS OF NAGASAKI, JAPAN, HEARD A RADIO WARNING !... ENEMY 
PLANES OVER SHIMBARA HEADING WEST/... AT 1:05 A. M., CITIZENS OF NAGASAKI HEARD THE VRRROOW 
OF A 6-29 BANKING OVERHEAD...AND IT WAS THE LAST THING THEY HEARD BEFORE BEING BLOWN TO ETERNITY BY THE.. 


OHIO GOZAIMASU, ) -5АМ/ FAR AWAY?... SIBERIA! WHERE THE 

YUBINYA -SAN I HOPE I HAVE A POST CARD > RUSSIANS ARE HOLDING TOSHIO 

YOU_HAVE A LETTER FOR YOU FROM PRISONER / ARIGATAI DESU.’ IT , 
FOR ME TODAY” FAR AWAY/ — 15 A POST CARD FROM TOSHIO. 


1 444: 
277: 25. 





WHY DO THE RUSSIANS KEEP НІМ 
SO LONG?...TOSHIO... AY SON! 
I КЕМЕМВЕК SO CLEARLY 
WHEN HE LEFT FOR THE АКМУ/ 


m 
Те 
Ша 


ОН...Му SON! J) ОО YOU HAVE NOW, YOU CHILDREN, SAYONARA, TOSHIO! 
IS IT SO EVEKYTHINGZ... TAKE GOOD САКЕ YOU MAKE US PROUD, 

SOON? OF YOUR MOTHER, DEVOTING YOURSELF 

AND GRANDMOTHER / TO OUR CAUSE AND 

TO OUR EMPEROR! 


YING TO LOOK СНЕ 


BUT SOON IT WAS TIME 


OSOKU NARU! 
( I MUST GO! 


SAYONARA, TOSHIO! BE 
CAREFUL! DON'T GET 
YOUR FEET WET 
AND DON'T GET, 

IN TROUBLE / 


GOOD-BYE, TOSHIO! V ...OH MOTHER / I KNOW I SHOULD ACT HAPPY 
G-GOOD- BYE / = BUT I CANNOT! I CAWWOT/...TOSHIO WILL 
BE KILLED! I HAVE A FEELING! ...I. WILL 
NEVER SEE TOSHIO AGAIN! 





MAH MAH... THAT WAS НОМ WE 

ALL FELT INSIDE! WE WERE 

STAYING SAFE IN JAPAN WHILE 

TOSHIO WAS GOING TO WAR 

TO BE KILLED/... NOW LET ME 

SEE WHAT НЕ SAYS!..." HOW 
ARE YOU, TIMO..." 


AFTER ALL, NEXT TO 
THE FAMILY, THE SEWING 
MACHINE IS MY MOST 


OYA OYA! 


„TIMO! LITTLE DOES HE KNOW 
WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO HIS 
POOR WIFE! WHEN THE B-29 

Е, 1 BEGGED HER TO RUN... 


PRECIOUS POSSESSION! THERE IS THE 
NOISE THEY MAKE 
WHEN THEY 
DROP BOMBS! 


‚ BUT SHE INSISTED ON 





МА OSOROSH! POOR TIMO! THE 


И samu! Isamu! WHAT HAS PERHAPS HE WAS LOOKING 
HEAT BLAST MUST HAVE SCORCHED HAPPENED ТО HIM? A NEIGHBOR FOR HIS MOTHER! WHO KNOW: 
HER TO DEATH INSTANTLY LIKE THE SAW HIM RUNNING BACK TO 

REST! IF SHE HAD ONLY GONE 


v THE HOUSE BEFORE THE BLAST. 
WITH ME/... WHAT ELSE DOES = í | 4 


MOTHER? Y..wHAT'S 
TOSHIO SAYZ... “HOW IS ISAMU 


THAT? 


tE = «MOTHER? 
HE MUST BE A BIG BOY By NOW." | P ; EEE 


NASAKENAI / 

IT IS THE END MUST HAVE 

OF THE WORLD! / DROPPED ON 
Z\ TOP OF МЕ! 


BUT I AM * DOESN'T 
ALIVE!...IF I OUT 1 ANYONE HEAR 
COULD ONLY 209 4 МЕ OUT 
GET LOOSE! 
... UGH! IM 

CAUGHT / 





AH TOSHIO! POOR ISAMU... 
VANISHED! NOBODY FOUND A 
TRACE OF HIM AFTER THE ATOM 
BOMB!... WHAT MORE DO YOU «а 
WANT TO KNOW, TOSHIOZ “AND 
WHAT OF MATSI 

MISS МЕ. 


A 


x pP » 


A 


| 
| 


Ж 


1 


д 
4 


HAPPENED? 


MOTHER! 

WHERE 15 

MOTHER Z E 
NOW SHE COUGHS 
AND SPITS BLOOD! 
DO SOMETHING ^ 


ва 
— 


f DEAD! MATSU 15 DEAD LIKE 
THE OTHERS! SHE WAS WITH 
ME AND THE BABY IN THE 


МО L WAS LIFTED ИР AND 
THROWN AGAINST THE OPPOSITE WALL. 


SHELTER WHEN THE BOMB FELL 


THE BOMB)... 
THE HELP 

NEEDED ELSE- 
WHERE / 


MATSU! MATSU! THANK HEAVEN WJ 
YOU ARE ALL RIGHT! GO BACK FS 
IN THE SHELTER! THERE MAY 

ВЕ ANOTHER BLAST! 


OH DOCTOR... MATSU'S HANDS 
ARE SO COLD! IT 15 А WEEK 
SINCE THE BOMB WENT 
OFF! SHE WASN'T TOUCHED 
BY IT... WASN'T TOUCHED! 
CAN YOU NOT HELP HER? 


NOTHING CAN 
HELP HER NOW/ 
~.. SHE WILL 
SUFFER NO 





YUME NI MO OMOYENAI./ THE BOMB PERHAPS I SHOULD NOT HAVE IF HE DID RECEIVE IT, THEN 
DID MANY STRANGE THINGS... AND SENT A LETTER TO TOSHIO, HE KNOWS ALI 

MANY DIED DAYS AFTER THE BUT I DID! L WONDER IF 

BOMB BURST... LIKE MATSU! I Ц HE HAS RECEIVED IT/ 2 

WONDER IF TOSHIO HAS ANY а 7 HEY, TOSHIO! 

IDEA OF WHAT HAPPENED... * WHAT 15 THAT! 


ARA AKA, THAT MUST ..JUST А B WELL... YOU HAD BETTER 

ВЕ А GOOD LETTER/ К LETTER FROM / STOP READING AND LOOK 

YOU KEEP READING WHERE YOU ARE GOING... 
/ T ELSE YOU FALL ON 


YOUR FACE... 


Г, THIS SIBERIAN DORE DORE! IT IS 
WHAT 15 GOING TOSHIO , SLAVE CAMP ALMOST AS IF НЕ 
ON THERE? TAGAWA ' / Í WILL MAKE 05 JUST GAVE UP THE 
ALL SICK IN WILL TO UVE! 
TIME / 2 





I WONDER IF TOSHIO RECEIVED 
MY LETTER! I WONDER WHERE 


HE WOULD BE GLAD ТО 
SEE HOW THINGS ARE 
HE IS RIGHT NOW... WONDER 


IT WOULD DO HIS HEART GOOD 


TO SEE HOW NEW BUILDINGS 
GROWING ALL OVER ARE SPRINGING UP ALL OVER 
IF НЕ 15 ALIVE! NAGASAKI / 


AND IT WOULD MAKE HIM GLAD TO SEE HIS YOUNG- 
EST, KUNI, STILL ALIVE! URESH/ DESHO! IN NAGASAKI, 
THERE 15 JUST THE BROKEN OLD MIXED WITH THE 
NEW... THERE 15 JUST ME, THE GRANDMOTHER 

AND KUNI, THE GRANDSON / 


NAGASAKI / 


AND ARE NOT THE WORKINGS OF FATE STRANGE / 
WHEN TOSHIO LEFT FOR THE ARMY... WE WERE 
ALL AFRAID THAT HE WOULD BE KILLED BY THE 
WAR MACHINES WHILE WE WERE SAFE AT HOME / 
вит WE HAVE BEEN KILLED BY THE WAR 
MACHINES AND НЕ HAS REMAINED... 


HE? IF HE DIES 
IN SIBERIA, HOW DIFFERENT 

| WOULD IT BE FROM 
DYING IN NAGASAKI Z 


ON AUGUST 9, 1945, ТЕ A-BOMB KILLED 29,793 PEOPLE AND DESTROYED 18,409 HOMES! BUT HOPE WAS 
NOT DESTROYED IN NAGASAKI / AND LIFE NURTURED BY HOPE, BLOOMS AGAIN! PLANTS, BUILDINGS, CHILDREN 
GROW IN NAGASAKI, FOR THERE 15 HOPE IN NAGASAKI/ THERE 15 HOPE IN THE WHOLE WORLD/ 





ALL SUBS START WITH “NEXT ISSUE 
MISSOURI RESIDENTS MUST ADD 6.225% SALES TAX 


HA-HA! 
HERE ARE 
MY VERY OWN, 
PERSONAL, 
SUBSCRIPTION 
COPIES OF THE 
NEW EC COMICS 
REPRINTS! 
(DELIVERED 
BY SMILING 
POSTPERSON) 
| LOVE 
т! 


PRICES SUBJECT ТО CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
MARYLAND RESIDENTS MUST ADD 5% SALES TAX 


= 
š 
Š 
s 
5 
Е 
EH 
& 
В 
5 
c 
E 
8 
2 
T 
5 
> 
Ё 
Š 
8 
° 
Ë 
° 
š 
5 
Р 
š 
z 
E 
8 
ə 
8 
9 
и 
Е 
5 
8 
Е 
$ 





FOR APPROXIMATELY А YEAR, GLADSTONE PUBLISHED A LINE OF EC REPRINT COMICS CONSISTING OF THE 
TITLES SHOWN BELOW. EACH ISSUE CONTAINED 64 PAGES IN FULL COMIC BOOK COLOR, THE FIRST 32 FROM THE 
‘KEY’ TITLE AND THE LAST 32 FROM A SECOND TITLE. IN ADDITION, THERE ARE OCCASIONAL ARTICLES ABOUT 
THE MACABRE IN LITERATURE, A THEN-CURRENT LETTER COLUMN AND OTHER READER-WRITTEN FEATURES. 


RUSS COCHRAN NOW HAS THE ENTIRE BACKSTOCK OF GLADSTONE’S EC REPRINT LINE! EVERY ISSUE IS IN 
STOCK AND AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT. COMPLETE YOUR EC COLLECTION BY PURCHASING THESE 
COMICS! 


GLAD CRYPT #3 











GLAD WEIRD #1 GLAD WEIRD #2 GLAD WEIRD #3 GLAD WEIRD #4 GLAD HAUNT #1 GLAD HAUNT #2 


CONTENTS OF GLADSTONE EC COMICS 


GLAD CRYPT 


#1: CRYPT 33 (1952) #2: CRYPT 35 (1953) #3: CRYPT 39 (1953) #4: CRYPT 18 (1950) #5: CRYPT 45 (1954) #6: CRYPT 42 (1954) 
CRIME 17 (1953) CRIME 18 (1951) CRIME 1 (1960) CRIME 16 (1953) CRIME 5 (1951) CRIME 27 (1955) 

GLAD VAULT 

#1: VAULT 34 (1953) #2: VAULT 27 (1952) #3: HAUNT 22 (1953) #4: VAULT 23 (1952) #5: VAULT 19 (1951) #6: VAULT 32 (1953) 
HAUNT 1 (1950) HAUNT 18 (1953) VAULT 13 (1950) HAUNT 13 (1952) WFAN 8 (1951) WFAN 6 (1951) 

GLAD WEIRD SCIENCE GLAD HAUNT 

#1: W SCI 22 (1953) #2: W SCI 16 (1953) #3: W SCI 9 (1951) #4: W S-F 27 (1955) #1: HAUNT 17 (1952) #2: HAUNT 5 (1950) 
WFAN 1 (1950) W FAN 17 (1950) W FAN 14 (1950) W FAN 11 (1952) W S-F 28 (1955) W S-F 29 (1955) 


WHEN ORDERING, PLEASE IDENTIFY AS GLAD TITLE ISSUE #: FOR EXAMPLE “GLAD CRYPT 
#1.” GLAD CRYPT #1 IS $5; GLAD CRYPT #4, GLAD WEIRD #1 AND #4 ARE $4 EACH; ALL 
OTHER ISSUES ARE $3 EACH. INCLUDE $5 PER ORDER FOR S&H ($10 OUTSIDE US). 


US FUNDS ONLY PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
GEMSTONE PUBLISHING POB 469 WEST PLAINS, MO 65775 
(formerly RUSS COCHRAN PUBLISHER) 


41 7-256-2224 OR CALL 1-800-ЕС CRYPT AND ASK FOR THE ORDER DESK. USE THIS NUMBER FOR ORDERS ONLY! 


MISSOURI RESIDENTS ADD 6.225% SALES TAX MARYLAND RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 
CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 7.25% SALES TAX (SAN DIEGO COUNTY 7%) 








VRE NEW MONTHLY 
MAGAZINE COVERING 
COMICS, TOYS, VIPEQ 
GAMES, MOVIES, АМР 
МӘКЕ... 


Look for FAN at your local comic book store. 


Overstreet's FAN and the FAN logo are trademarks of Gemstone Publishing, Inc. 





